CHAPTER III

THE "SCHOOL
1778-1788

THE   RISE   OF  THE   "SCHOOL   OF   WALPOLE"

IT was pointed out in the last chapter how, by the end of
the period 1764-1777, the first signs of satiety with the
school of Richardson and Fielding had become visible,
and how the ground was being prepared for a revival of
interest in romance. It was also seen that the work of Wai-
pole's last imitator, Clara Reeve, met with decided approval
from the critics as well as the public. The time for a revival
was certainly ripe, and the movement was ushered in by an
increased interest in The Castle of Otranto itself. The
success of The Old English Baron from the contemporary
point of view seems to have given a new lease of life to
Walpole's novel.
The continuance of the popularity of any work over a
length of time can be fairly estimated from the number
of occasions on which it is re-issued during that period.
Judged from this standpoint, the success of The Castle of
Otranto in the fifty-five years of the present survey is un-
questionable. While Longsword was not reprinted even
once, Walpole's story was published in various forms at
least eighteen times, including the publication in The
Universal Magazine. From the chronological order of the
various editions the significant fact emerges that the popu-
larity of the book was by no means continuous, but that it fell
into two distant sections separated from each other by a
long period of neglect. The dates support the statement that
Waipole's tale had a re-birth in the decade under considera-
tion. The enthusiastic reception of the novel among readers
immediately on its publication has already been discussed.
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